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 Please note NTE (night time economy) is recorded as 21:00hrs to 07:00hrs and DTE 
(Day time economy) 07:00hrs to 21:00hrs 

Therefore there will be some crossover with night time and day time economy.  
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INTRODUCTION 

I respectfully report the following in relation to a request that a cumulative 
impact policy be considered for Leek Town Centre. 

In support of this report I have used information and data provided by 
Corporate Services from the Staffordshire Police systems. Leek is the largest 
of 3 rural towns in the Staffordshire Moorlands LPT the others being Cheadle 
and Biddulph. 

Leek is the busiest of the three towns and produces the highest level of crime 
and disorder in night time economy. Leek has seen an increase in public 
space violence which YTD has increased by 135.3 % this equates to an actual 
increase of 23 further incidents.  This is the highest increase for any town 
within Staffordshire. 

Biddulph has seen an increase of 40.7% which equates to 11 additional 
incidents and Cheadle has seen a decrease of 40.6% with 13 less reported 
incidents.   

For the purposes of this report the town centre is depicted on the map below. 
For the most part crime and disorder attributed to the night time economy 
takes place as bordered within, Portland Street, Stockwell Street, St Edwards 
Street, and Southbank Street.  

For the purposes of this report ‘licenced premises’ relates to premises 
licensed to carry on any licensable activity, including the sale of alcohol for 
consumption on or off the premises and the provision of late night 
refreshment. This includes late night food outlets which are not licensed to sell 
alcohol. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OVERVIEW 

Leek town has a mixture of business premises, some of which are licensed to 
sell food and or liquor and residential premises mainly in the form of terraced 
housing and residential properties above or connected to business premises. 
Over recent years there have been a number of changes to the Town centre 
and development of the Town is still ongoing.  

Over recent times the Town has seen the arrival of a Premier Inn Hotel and 
the Leek and Buxton College has expanded and been redeveloped. There are 
also plans that student accommodation will house a number of students in the 
Town in the not too distant future.  

There are currently 30 Licenced premises in Leek town centre giving a varied 
and cultural night time economy. The vast majority of venues close by 2am 
with Infinity making use of its 3am licence on a Friday and Saturday. 

There has been a new licence agreed for what was previously the engine 
room with a closing time of 03:30hrs which has prompted a number of other 
licensed venues to submit TEN’s notices for late night drinking up to 5am. 

It is anticipated that the venues will in the near future look at applying for later 
licences to compete with the new venue.  

The night time economy has changed over a number of months and the Town 
has become much busier and more challenging over that period to the present 
time.  

In recent months we have seen the arrival of a number of new venues 
including, Beer Dock, Beyond the Pale, Bottle lab, and Shaw’s bar (rebranded 
as Rewind 80s bar)  Infinity night club is also under new management after 
being closed for some time and is seeing a vast increase in numbers 
attending, more so than in previous years.  

Friday and Saturday night sees the most patrons attending the town with 
Saturday being the busier of the two.  

The dynamic of the town in recent years is that of local residents frequenting 
the town centre, however in recent months there has been an increase of 
people visiting the area from Stoke on Trent and surrounding areas as it 
becomes more popular with the diverse nature of the drinking establishments.  

The clearing of the town is now much later than in previous years and on 
some occasions there are still large numbers of people around the town up 
until 3:30-4am.  

Responsible businesses are vital to the wellbeing of healthy, prosperous and 
stable communities across the county.  Staffordshire Police recognises that 
business and licensed premise related crime is not victimless and the impact 
that the wide breadth of criminality has on business and communities is both 
significant and detrimental, and in some instances may even lead to 
businesses ceasing to trade and residents moving away.   

 

 

 



 

ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR 

Reports of ASB increased dramatically in 2016 and they are predicted to be 
the same for 2017 or higher. Repeat locations are as expected around the 
Market place and surrounding streets. Fridays and Saturdays recording the 
highest level of demand. 

Time scale for ASB, is as expected generally highest between the hours of 
20:00hrs and 00:00hrs. 

 

 

2016  Leek Town Centre ASB Demand increased by 102 (94%) compared to 2015 and accounted for 17% of 
the Total Town Centre Demand 

DTE Leek Town Centre ASB accounts for 14% of the Total DTE Town Centre demand 

NTE Leek Town Centre ASB accounts for 23% of the Total NTE Town Centre demand 

 57% of ASB is recorded during the DTE, 43% during the NTE 

 

 

2017  to date, Leek Town Centre ASB Demand accounts for 13% of the Total Leek Town Centre demand and 
levels are predicted to reach similar levels to 2016. 

 63% of ASB is recorded during the DTE, 37% during the NTE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



VIOLENT CRIME  

Violent crime is made up of a number of crime types and sub sets include 
most serious violence, assault with less serious violence, assault without 
injury, harassment, other violence offences. It also includes domestic violence 
and abuse, hate crime and since April 2015 includes the online threat from 
cyber harassment and malicious communications. 

Violent crime increased in 2016 and to date is almost equal to 2016 levels and 
by year end there will be an increase overall.  
 

2016 Leek Town Centre Violent crime increased by 43 (46%) compared to 2015 

DTE - Violent crime increased by 9 compared to 2015 

NTE - Violent crime increased by 34 compared to 2015 

40% of Violent crime is recorded during the DTE, 60% during the NTE 

 

 

2017 to date, Violent crime have nearly reached 2016 levels and if this trend continues will exceed 2016 

DTE - Violent crime has already exceeded 2016 levels 

NTE - Violent crime is predicted to increase 

46% of Violent crime is recorded during the DTE, 54% during the NTE 

 

 

2016 Leek Town Centre recorded the highest levels of violent crime during the 
NTE compared to other RIAs within the Moorlands LPTS. 

 

2017 To date Leek Town Centre remains 1st with the highest number of violent 
crime during the NTE compared to other RIAs within the Moorlands LPT 
including the other two town centres. 

 



All Violent Crime Types - Proportions – NTE (2016 Calendar 
Year) Leek Town Centre 
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Violence
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Robbery

48%
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Public Order

More Serious Violent Crime with Injury

Other Serious Sexual Offences

Rape

Personal Robbery

Other Sexual Offences



CRIMINAL DAMAGE 

Criminal damage in 2016 again was higher than in the previous two years and 
current predictions are that 2017 will equal, or be slightly lower than 2016 but 
still significantly higher than in 2014 and 2015.  

 

2014 % 2015 % 2016 % 2017 %

22 54% 23 66% 29 51% 23 66%

19 46% 12 34% 28 49% 12 34%

41 35 57 35

0700-20:59

2100-06:59

Sum:  

 

 

 

 

 

POLICING 

The town centre in Leek is supported on a Friday and Saturday by a safer 
night’s operation working in conjunction with the street pastors, who deal with 
a good number of anti-social and drunkenness incidents outside of police 
systems so it is important to consider that those instances are not captured in 
this report. 

There are two Police officers dedicated to patrolling the Town centre on Friday 
and Saturday night which includes foot patrol and licensing visits of Town 
centre venues. This is challenging and can be very demanding due to the high 
number of venues spread across the Town. Although dedicated it is important 
to remember, due to current demand they may be called away for periods of 
time in absolute emergency. 

The demand on policing particularly in the current climate cannot be 
underestimated and is difficult to deliver with dwindling resources and an 
expanding night time economy which is no longer concentrated in the 
nucleolus of the market place. 



CONCERNS 

It is felt that, should the dynamic continue to change with regard to the number 
of licensed premises, especially those premises that serve only alcohol and 
those with late licences, this will have a detrimental affect on the town centre 
and impact on the quality of life of its residents and those visiting the area.  

Residents and visitors do comment on the level of noise and there are 
complaints of noise nuisance and anti-social behaviour which have increased 
to date.  As previously described the recent development in the town has seen 
more premises occupied by local residents some of these being managed by 
social landlords some privately owned. 

The strength of any Night Time Partnership comes from the proportion of 
venues that have subscribed to it. In recent months the membership has 
decreased. The effectiveness of the control measures in banning violent 
customers is undermined by those who do not support the initiative.  

There are a good number of venues who are members of Pub watch, however 
equally there are a number who are not members. A number of venues who 
are not in the pub watch scheme attract many of the banned individuals which 
means a great number of the problematic individuals congregate in a number 
of venues across the town which is difficult to manage.  

I would like to see all venues in the town centre subscribing to the pub watch 
initiative as it is a very real and valuable deterrent. Many offenders who are 
familiar with the criminal justice system have no issue with spending the night 
in a cell or the consequences of a court appearance but prevention from 
drinking and socialising in their local town is a major issues to them and 
becomes a real deterrent.  

Pub watch banned individuals have increased dramatically over the last 3 
years which endorses that anti-social behaviour, drunkenness, and violence 
have increased as evidenced in this report. 

2015 9 banned  

2016 11 banned 

2017 51 banned 

The majority of venues are very supportive of the police but those who are not 
and who fail to comply with the conditions of their licence, fail to control the 
behaviour of customers have faced positive police action in terms of 
enforcement. 

Staffordshire Police as a responsible authority respectfully submit this report 
as a relevant representation. 


